
 

 

Rector’s Report 

I think that 2020 has been a year that we will remember.  It has been a year of loss, a year of 
isolation, a year for many where technology has taken over and ultimately a year when we have 
had to reassess our individual approaches to risk, no less so than in our decisions to attend or 
otherwise church. 

Once we entered lockdown in March 2020, physical church attendance was suspended.  At this 
point we tried to go into full pastoral mode.  The clergy team made over 200 phone calls, posted 
out a similar number of newsletters, prayer sheets and in some cases DVD’s containing material  
that we thought might be helpful. 

We were quickly introduced to an internet thing called Zoom.  This allowed groups of individuals to 
video conference call each other.  This then led us to be able to start being church online.  It was a 
learning process that continues to this day.  Zoom was chosen because of the ability to interact 
and be relate with each other.  We envisage that Zoom will continue to play a part of our church 
activity going forward. 

In July we were able to meet in person again, slowly at first and building up as we learned to 
operate safely in this new environment.  We are very aware that there are a number of people 
without technology, and furthermore a number for whom technology just doesn’t work for them 
with respect to being church. 

A lot of effort continues to go in to ensure that church is and feels safe to attend.  As lockdown 
measures continue to ease, we will continue to ensure that we feel safe as we do so. 

As we open up further, please don’t expect things to go back to as they were, some things will, 
some won’t. 

There needs to be a real and determined emphasis in our parishes of reaching out to others, 
welcoming the newcomer and generally having an outward focus.  It is no longer acceptable to 
expect people to come to us, we need to reach them.  We need to have a target for both of our 
churches to be growing numerically as well as spiritually by the end of this year.  Post-Covid, I 
believe that there is a hunger out there and we just need to get on board with what the Lord is 
doing. 

We have made pleasing progress with our children and families ministry, but this needs to happen 
across our activities.  Let’s reach out to the youth, to the older people, to working people, to 
asylum seekers, indeed in lots of different ways to different people. 

There are changes afoot coming from the wider Diocese.  There will be the introduction of Mission 
Communities, requiring us to enhance the missional and practical co-operation with neighbouring 
churches.  It is really important that our churches are on board with the proposals and feed in 
accordingly. 

Given the missional need, my passage that I’m taking is from Matthew 28:19-20 

‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. 
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ 

My first thanks must go to my colleagues in the clergy team, without whom so much of what 
makes us church would not happen.  So thank you to Val, Harriet, Katie and Carolyn for your 
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continued dedication to the Benefice and for adapting so well to our changing ministry this year.  I 
hope that you join with me for God’s blessings to be on their ministries. 

Thanks also to the churchwarden.  There is so much that happens that you don’t see or realise 
happens.  People doing things quietly and not shouting about it. 

A huge special thank you must go to Ralph this year.  He has worked tirelessly and creatively in 
enabling the technology so that we were able to continue worship this year.  It was said to me 
recently that every church needs a Ralph. 

There are also so many other people that do so much, that you are too many to name for fear of 
me missing someone out.  So can I thank all PCC members, secretaries, treasurers, electoral roll 
officers, safeguarding co-ordinators, youth leaders, toddler leaders, drop-in servers, Sunday school 
leaders, Bible group leaders, tea and coffee makers, sidespeople, ‘odd-job’ building repairers, 
home group leaders, indeed all who make up our churches in Levenshulme. 

With my thanks and prayers. 

George Reeves 

Rector 

 

Church Warden’s report 

In preparing this report, unlike previous years, our thoughts immediately turn in contemplation on 
how incredibly difficult, challenging and painful this year has been for each and everyone of us 
due, in particular, to the COVID-19 menace. We are mindful of loss of loved ones, illness, enforced 
self-isolation, shielding, fear of the unknown, uncertainity for what the future holds and so on, 
which have dominated the lives of us all. Yet thanks to the amazing ingenuity and expertise of 
scientists, we now have a nation-wide roll out of vaccines offering certain signs of hope via 
reduced death tolls as well as incidents of hospitalisation. 

Our Sunday Services here at St Peter’s (and elsewhere) have been vastly curtailed during this 
period to an average attendance not exceeding 22. This in compliance to Government and Church 
of England guidance. The main purpose of which has been to ensure a ‘Covid – Safe’ place of 
worship. This includes the well being of all who enter the church to worship, parishioners, visitors 
and clergy team alike. The sensible solutions locally have been multi- faceted:- 

(a) to alternate weekly Sunday Services between St Marks and St Peter’s 

(b) much reduced seating in churches which is social distanced per guidelines 

(c) mandatory face covering for all within the premises 

(d) mandatory hand sanitising at each available opportunity 

Redeeming Feature - In addition to the above, technology via the auspices of the ZOOM facility 
have since played a major role in the continuity of this curtailed worship. We have much to be 
grateful for to the IT skills of, amongst others, Ralph and George (and sons), for availing worship 
to those shielding at home, or otherwise unable to attend Church Services in person during this 
period. 

Buildings and Fabric 

1. Work is now currently underway on the West Window project. All told, completion of work on 
the West Window project took priority to weather-proof the building, and all other works would 



follow in turn, subject to adequate funding being in place. Glaziers and Stone Masons are 
undertaking much of their work off-site, though there is a clear footprint of their presence on site. 
Your Church Wardens wish to express much thanks and gratitude to Ralph and Harriet (and 
others) for their energy in progressing the implementation of this work. A big hand of thanks also 
goes to you the parishioners who have dug deep into their own pockets to ensure the success of 
this project. We suspect there may well be more specific reports on this project. 

2. A Faculty Agreement was granted by the Diocese to paint the north and south walls of the 
Worship area in church, utilising specific materials sympathetic to the existing fabric of the 
building. Some remedial plaster work may also be required, using ‘lime plaster’. Given the sheer 
height of our church walls, it appears sensible to use mobile platforms or a ‘cherry picker’ for this 
work. This work remains pending and may ultimately require to be contracted out due to its 
specialist nature, and also issues of insurability regarding working at increased height. 

3. Stone Gate Post – A faculty permission has currently been gained to undertake remedial work 
on the Stone Gate Posts of the drive immediately outside the Church Vestry. This work will be 
carried out while the Stone Masons are on site for the West Window project. 

4. The Creche and lounge walls – once the restoration of the West Window project is completed, 
work would resume on painting and refreshing the walls. 

VOTE OF THANKS - We remember and lift to The Lord the spirits of the dearly departed souls 
connected to the whole Levenshulme Benefice who have passed within the outgoing year. We 
remember them and the families left behind. We give thanks to Our Heavenly Father for our 
inspired Clergy and Ministry Team in this Benefice (George, Harriet, Val, Katie and Carolyn). This 
has been an incredibly challenging year for them all. We are mindful of the number of funerals that 
they have officiated over during this period. There is a clear and present emotional toll attendant. 
We know that their help emanates from the Hills. We are thankful and grateful for their tireless 
leadership and endeavours as well as their proclamation of The Gospel. Special thanks to Harriet 
for leading the Wednesday Bible Study Group alongside her other clerical duties. We also give 
thanks for Carolyn who has heeded the call to Holy arms and is preparing for Licensing as a Lay 
Preacher come 11 July. 

Eternal gratitude to all who have continued to voluntarily contribute to the upkeep of our church 
buildings throughout this challenging year. Particular mention is due Ralph, John, Tony and Val 
Turner for all the ‘behind the scenes’ work, which is absolutely invaluable for the continued smooth 
functioning of our Church. Clearly there are many others whose names we have not mentioned 
here who selflessly donate much time and effort towards the smooth functioning of the church 
here at St Peter’s. 

We offer our thanks to the PCC here at St Peter’s for time and effort in discussing the local 
church’s direction and decision making towards that end. Thank you to all office bearers and 
various volunteers who freely dedicate their time in the Service of The Almighty Lord. 

Finally, if you feel that you would like to become involved in any areas of church work, please feel 
free to speak to either our Clergy Team or your friendly Church Wardens. 

 1 Corinthians, Chapter:12;  Verses 4-7, and + Verse 11 

 

West Window Restoration Project 

2020 was the year when we got to work on progressing the restoration of the West Window. 
Architect plans and reports as to the state of the window had previously been made during 2019. 
The ingress of water during some storms meant that this work was now urgent. The Archdeacon’s 
approval for the work to be done was received in January 2020. 



At the meeting of the PCC in January the need to move on this work was discussed. Rev Harriet 
Tate volunteered to begin a sub-group of the PCC to look at making applications for grants. The 
brave Ralph Penoyre and Jo Jarrett also volunteered. Whilst Jo’s time left with us was short, she 
helped with the initial research work as to prospective funding bodies. We are also indebted to 
Peter Gibson for his advice and experience shared with us from his work with the restoration of the 
lychgate in 2018. 

After some false starts, lots of paper work and waiting for responses (some negative due to the 
timing of Covid 19 pandemic), it was wonderful to receive in July our first grant from the Duchy of 
Lancaster. Although not large it was the “kick start” needed to help apply for further funds. In the 
meantime, different people and groups within the local community wrote letters of support for us 
and we launched an appeal to the congregation in July. This was very generously supported to the 
amount of £15,209.98 (including gift aid recovery). 

At the end of October, we heard that Viridor Credits would fund us to the amount of £59, 621. We 
supplied 10% of this in the “Contributing Third Party Payment”, so the net amount coming from VC 
is 59,621 – 10% = £53,659. Then a further £5,000 was received from the All Churches Trust and 
the Diocese of Manchester granted the PCC a £10,000 loan (to be repaid over three years). The 
PCC committed £6,425, from the Reserve Fund in 2019. In 2020, it committed a further £12,500 
from the St Andrews Fund. 

All together it gave us the ability to progress and contracts were signed on 6th December at a 
meeting with the architect and contractor. At time of writing the projected total cost of the project 
is expected to be £112,774. 

The work began on 1st February 2021 and is expected to last for 20 weeks. 

At this stage I have to say that we are immensely grateful to God for his blessing on this project. 
That we moved forward despite the lockdowns and uncertainty the pandemic has brought is 
amazing. Thank-you to all those who gave to the appeal (it was very encouraging amidst so much 
slog!) and a massive thank you to our Treasurer, Ralph who has done so many hours of work on 
the very complicated finances for this project. Please continue to hold the project and all involved 
– stonemasons, glaziers, architect, the PCC sub group - in your prayers. 

 

Electoral Roll Report 

There were 40 members at 2020 APCM. 4 members have since been removed from the list (2 have 
moved away and 2 have died). So there are now 36 members. 

Thanks to Rachel for continuing with this important role in the church.   

 

Children and Families 

Tots Time/Children and Family service. 

Tots restarted after Christmas using “See and Know” a song and story format, linked to a craft 
with guided and free play. As Covid19 numbers started to rise we made the decision to close and 
moved to online. This consisted of the regular singing with a craft activity or two, using resources 
families hopefully would have at home. A zoom post Tots was offered but stayed very small but 
was very valuable. 

In September I decided to offer a story envelope to make a delivery contact with our families, this 
consisted of a book, craft and creative prayer activities and chocolate! This was so well received I 



have continued. It was evident from conversations that families were desperate to have something 
to go to and the Children and family service was born! This now happens on the forth Sunday of 
the month at St Marks, we can have and have had up to nine family groups, therefore needing to 
provide two crib services. The envelopes also provide a prompt and an opportunity for a personal 
invite to the service which has proved fruitful. 

Children’s Sunday ministry 

At the start of the year we were providing an opportunity for the children to have some time out 
during the service to go deeper in their relationship with God. This took a variety of forms, from 
games to bible study, creative prayer and praying for each other. Safeguarding and safer 
recruitment were also put into place. 

Under lockdown, I provided via email and still do bible/prayer activities to do either during the 
service or as a family group. The feedback from some has been very positive; some families have 
found this easier to engage with than zoom church. My resources have also apparently been 
shared with other churches nationally! The difficulty of engagement over zoom for families was 
also part of the reasoning for a physical Children and family service. 

Schools 

Having started my role in December 2019 I was expecting a year full of activity, good relationships 
had developed through the visiting of St Andrews and Chapel Street schools in the run up to 
Christmas. I made a few visits at the beginning of 2020, starting a regular Tots style story slot as 
assembly and then illness (probably Covid) and lockdown happened! School ministry was suddenly 
very different, a pastoral role to the staff I had already started to know, developed via email and 
plans for Experience Easter changed from in person to a series of videos which schools either used 
in the classroom or sent out to parents. These went to St Andrew, Chapel Street, Alma Park, St 
Mary’s as well as two other schools in different parishes. A much wider reach than if we had been 
in person. 

Support to schools continued and in September as the children returned I offered to make 
assemblies weekly. The school themes that term ‘just happened’ to be the same as already 
planned for Tots and so I record them one after the other, made appropriately for the different 
audiences. 

Revd Katie Reeves, Children and Family Minister 

 

Wednesday Evening Bible Fellowship 

The Wednesday Evening Fellowship, or the Wednesday Evening Bible Study, or the Wednesday 
Night Zoom are all names given to the group of people who meet together on a Wednesday 
evening. It is not an exclusive club, or even a group that cannot decide their identity despite all 
the names it owns, but rather local Christians who gather together to read the Bible, discuss the 
passage and then try to discern and pray about what it may mean for us as Jesus’ followers in 
South Manchester in the 2020’s. 

In “normal” times we meet at St Peter’s Church but that does not mean that it is only for St 
Peter’s usual congregation. We are blessed with some who join us who usually worship at other 
churches on a Sunday and it would be good to have some more people from St Mark’s being part 
of the group. 

We began 2020, in person, following the “Who is Jesus?” sermon series being preached on 
Sundays. We looked in more depth at the Sunday readings and the application to our lives, 
starting with some of the things the preacher had said. Then, we moved to the Ecumenical Lent 



Groups and began the Bible Society “Bible Course” using their videos and discussion questions. We 
found it excellent but were stopped due the first lockdown only two weeks in. 

It took us a while to get confident enough to start using Zoom for the Wednesday evenings as we 
all embarked on a steep learning curve about how to behave – when to be “mute” or “unmute” 
and learnt what a break out group is. 

In June we picked up again and using a Spring Harvest series on You Tube looked at the Book of 
Acts. In the autumn we were back on Zoom and picked up the Gospel of Luke which we had 
started in 2019. This time we were back using our normal format with Harriet leading most weeks 
and discussing together. If numbers are too big, then we use break out rooms. Using Zoom has 
enabled some from further way to join us and on those cold dark nights the numbers did not go 
down as they did the previous year! There are some advantages to the virtual world and, as we 
move forward, it may be that we consider keeping a small group that meets on Zoom. 

We do, however, miss those who used to be with us and cannot join us due to not having the 
technology. We look forward to being properly united again at some point in 2021… 

Rev Harriet Tate, Associate Minister  

 

Drop-in & Credit Union 

The Drop-in and Credit Union collection point have not been operating since March 2020.  

 

Youth Group 

It is one year now since the pandemic arrived and our Youth Group has had a challenging year! 

We began, with George’s help, by arranging to hold our weekly meetings on line on zoom and we 
were assisted by Jo, Phil and Julie. We tried to be innovative and played various searching games 
each week followed by a bible talk and prayer. We regularly had a group of 8 youth joining us each 
week. Nathan Reeves was welcomed in early May and took over leading us on zoom and has been 
a weekly contributor and help in our bible talks and discussions. We used the Youthscape as a 
rough outline to our group and we had great fun. Try peeling a banana with your feet as an 
example. Julie did cookery sessions and Phil invented some amazing on line games. Then in June 
we did a “virtual send off” for Jo as she left us to continue her progress as an Ordinand. We wished 
her well in her new vocation although she was very much missed. Phil happily stepped in and led 
quite a few of our bible talks using the material that was available. After the August holidays and 
following Government guidelines we began meeting again in the church grounds and Susan was 
able to join us, with social distancing. We welcomed the group back with the number increasing to 
10. On 25th September we were all delighted to be allowed back inside church as the cold weather 
was approaching but following half term in October we were again restricted and back on zoom. 

On a positive note, we have done our best to keep the group going since then and are looking 
forward to returning to our church based group after the Easter holidays. We pray that the group 
will once again be able to grow with the encouragement of those who have faithfully supported us 
through these challenging days. 

A big thank you to all those who have continued to join us and for all the hard work in the 
preparation of the sessions each week – not an easy task. Better days are coming. Please pray for 
the group.  

Kay Hodgkinson 



 

Boaz Night Shelter held at St Peter’s Church 

As reported previously, the Night Shelter season ended early in March 2020 due to Covid 19. We 
kept going for two weeks with a few volunteers who were able to be present. Then the men were 
housed in two different places by the council. Six were placed in The Gorton Mount “Hotel” on 
Mount Road without cooking facilities or even drinking water at first. We continued to serve them 
by producing a hot meal once a week and breakfast food until the end of June, when different 
arrangements were made by Boaz and kitchen facilities were put in place. 

It is currently unclear as to what will happen  

n view of the ongoing situation with the Covid 19 pandemic, Boaz have decided that the Night 
Shelter will not run for the rest of 2020. However, the need is still present to find shelter for 
refugees and asylum seekers. Please continue to pray for the work of Boaz. We have told them 
that if we can continue to support and partner with them in any further way during the pandemic, 
we would look to do so. 

Rev Harriet Tate & Rev George Reeves 

 

Safeguarding 

UPDATE:  

As a Benefice we have implemented the Safer Recruitment process for all those working with 
young people. 

A new risk assessment and online policy for our Youth Group joining in with online meetings was 
agreed in 2020. 

All safeguarding training is up to date.  

No other safeguarding concerns have been dealt with this year.  

DOCUMENTATION:  

All policies agreed at the APCM are displayed on the notice boards at both churches, along with the 
required documents from the Diocese. Please make yourselves aware of these and your 
Safeguarding Officers with which to raise concerns. 

A huge thank you to Jo for all the work that she has put into safeguarding across the benefice.  
Thanks also to Val, Sam, Carolyn and Debbie, who form our safeguarding team. 


