Mission Action Plan 2018

The Benefice of Levenshulme

Levenshulme
Levenshulme is a diverse and multi-cultural urban area
with a distinct local identity.
Levenshulme is located approximately 3 miles to the
south east of the city centre. The parish of St Mark
occupies the eastern part of Levenshulme, whilst the
parish of St Peter with St Andrew occupies the reminder
of the township.
Levenshulme is changing fast and is becoming a mixed
and vibrant multi-cultural, multi-faith community. There
is fairly stable background of people who have lived in
the area for many years, including many of local origin, a
significant Irish community, and some of Afro-Caribbean
origin. There are also students and other young people,
single and young families. Recently there has been
significant new migration into the area, including a large
growth in the Pakistani and Bangladeshi communities,
who are mostly Muslim.

Community Groups
There are a number of active voluntary groups in the
locality, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Levenshulme Community Association
Irish Community Care
The Retail Association of Levenshulme
The British Legion
Women's Institute
Levenshulme Youth Project
Manchester Community Spirit
Highfield Eco Allotment Project
Love Levenshulme
The Levenshulme Festival (held annually in October)
Levenshulme Old Library
Inspired People Project
Inspired Task Force
ALL Fm Radio

Church members take part or have taken part in some of
these community activities. Both church buildings are
used for community meetings and as Polling Stations.

Challenges for the
Community
Many in Levenshulme are young, mobile, starting out
in life, but in many cases, have modest income. Parts
of the area are quite run down. Some find it difficult
to move on due to rising house prices.
There are others less fortunate, leading very different
lives. There is isolation, so people live at close
quarters without knowing each other.
Problems that are represented by those coming into
church include (from time to time) homelessness,
unemployment, low income, indebtedness, difficulty
with asylum claims and single-parents feeling the
strain of bringing up children on their own.
Schools and other services are under strain, especially
due to a large growth in the number of school aged
children. 53.3% of pupils in Levenshulme schools do
not have English as their first language.

Schools
There is a church school, St Andrews C of E Primary
School, on Broom Avenue. The churches provide 7
foundation governors to the school.
A weekly school assembly has been taken at St
Andrew’s, together with other acts of worship at the
school including Harvest Festival, Christingle, Easter
and St Andrews Day celebrations.
Within the St Mark’s parish are also:
•
•
•

Chapel Street Primary School
Cedar Mount Academy
Melland High School (National Specialist SEN
College)
Within the St Peter’s parish are also:
•
•
•
•
•

Alma Park Primary School
St Marys RC Primary School
Manchester Primary Pupil Referral Unit
Grange SEN School
St Richards RC Primary School

Current Church
Activity
Home Group
It meets on the second Sunday evening of every
month, with each member taking it in turns to lead. It
begins with sung worship and prayer and lasts about
an hour
Bible Study Fellowship Group
This is a weekly opportunity to learn, grow in faith,
discipleship and mission together. The evening is
usually centred on reading God’s Word together and
applying it to our lives as we seek to follow Jesus.
Toddler Group
The group welcomes parents and carers from the local
area and continues during school holidays when
siblings are welcomed. The group provides an
inclusive and relaxed atmosphere where help and
advice can be provided.

Current Church
Activity
Credit Union & Drop in
Attendance is typically 10-15. The event offers the
opportunity to meet up over tea & coffee for a chat.
This attracts non-church goers and others often with
nowhere else to go. The South Manchester Credit
Union uses the drop-in event to provide a paying-in
point.
Youth Group
The youth group at St Marks consists of approximately
18-20 children between the ages of 10-16 without
current church connection, but with some links to St
Andrew’s school. Every group meeting includes a
“quiet” time slot for reflection and prayer. We have
taken the children to other Christian youth groups and
concerts.
Coffee Mornings
A monthly Saturday morning coffee morning is held at
St Marks, and is attended by members of both
churches, together with wider families and
neighbours.

Church Buildings
Both churches have been internally reordered to
provide a separate social area within the church
building. In both cases, the social area has a kitchen
and toilets and is separated from the worship area by
a glazed screen. Both buildings have modern heating
systems.
St Peter’s has a large upper room on the 1st floor,
above the social area.
Although, as previously stated, both buildings are in
pivotal locations in their communities, they are looking
a little tired and dated. Both are in need of significant
maintenance work, as identified in recent architect’s
reports.
Reordering has greatly improved the general
usefulness of the buildings, but both buildings could be
improved further to make them more welcoming from
the outside and on entry, and to open up spaces that
are pokey. Energy efficiency could be improved.
Both buildings benefit from a part- surrounding
garden area which is well maintained by each
congregation. Each garden area provides a small
green oasis next to busy roads which can be enjoyed
by all.

Vision
To be 2 complementary churches actively working
together to represent Christ in Levenshulme,
understanding local needs and using the gifts that God
has given to us.

St Mark’s
A traditional family
friendly church with
activities for all.
Reaching out to the
everyday needs of
Levenshulme in Jesus’
name.

St Peter
with St Andrew
The cosmopolitan church
with an open and
available presence in the
heart of Levenshulme on
the A6, bringing together
people of all
backgrounds, sharing the
love of Jesus.
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Mission Priorities
Next 18 months
Outreach
For current church activities to more intentionally
spread the Good News of Jesus to current contacts and
new relationships
To host short term mission events
To support Christian asylum seekers
Discipleship
To grow and nurture deep roots in the Gospel
To explore further the working of the Holy Spirit
Community
To build further links in the community
To work together with the other churches in
Levenshulme
Schools
To work to further embed Christian values in St
Andrew’s school
To build on relations with Chapel Street and Alma Park
schools
Buildings
To make our buildings more inviting for our current
activities
Environment
Working towards Eco Church status

Mission Priorities
Next 5 years
Outreach
To develop co-ordinated mission activity with St
Margaret’s Burnage and the various churches in
Levenshulme
To develop a culture of intentional missional activity.
To be an accommodating place for Christians seeking
asylum
Discipleship
To grow and nurture deep roots in the Gospel
To explore further the working of the Holy Spirit in our
lives
Community
To be relevant participants in the different
communities of Levenshulme
To work to bring those of all faiths closer together
Schools
To build a sustainable Christian ministry to the schools
in Levenshulme
Buildings
To develop the church buildings to promote future
mission opportunities
Environment
Achieve Eco Church status

Mission Actions
Next 18 months
Outreach
To work with the group leaders to develop
opportunities for the Toddler group, the ‘drop in’,
youth group and other activities to be more missional.
To hold whole Benefice ‘mission events’ on at least a
twice yearly basis
Discipleship
Continue to promote Morning Prayer, Bible Study and
home groups
Promote discipleship courses (e.g. Christianity
Explored, Friendship First) in languages as
appropriate.
To develop a prayer ministry team.
Community
Look for opportunities with Churches Together
Levenshulme to share missional activities
To develop ‘shared conversations’ with the Mosque
To look to participate in community groups like
‘Levenshulme Community Association’
To host centenary events to commemorate the end of
the First World War.

Mission Actions
Next 18 months
Schools
To continue weekly acts of Collective Worship at St
Andrew’s
To work with St Andrew’s Ethos Council and Governors
to promote the Christian distinctiveness of school.
To undertake a range of activities (e.g. ‘Experience
Christmas’) to celebrate major Christian festivals at St
Andrew’s primarily, but also Alma Park and Chapel
Street schools.
Buildings
Both churches to meet the needs of the immediate QI
report requirements
Re-decorate the lounge area and update the kitchen at
St Peter’s
To renovate the Lych-gate at St Peter’s in time for
centenary events
Continue to clear St Mark’s and improve storage
Grow the number of external users of St Mark’s
building
Environment
To improve energy efficiency, switch to energy from
renewable sources and enhance the church grounds.

